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Course Objective:
The course familiarizes students to theoretical frameworks for comparative analysis and
examines the evolution of health services in China. The two Asian giants represent variation in
historical and socio-political contexts in which health and health service systems have evolved.
The experience of China will be compared and contrasted with the Indian experience.

Course Outline:

This course is divided into three sections. The first section provides a theoretical overview on
comparative studies. The second section provides a historical and political overview of the
evolution of health services and determinants of health in China and India. The third section
focuses on the shifts in health service development, health sector reforms and its implication
for universality and equity.

Part |

1. What is comparative studies health system and why is it important?
2. Disciplines contributing to comparative analysis (political science, demography,
epidemiology etc)
3. Perspectives on welfare state.
a. Liberal
b. Marxist
¢. Neo-Marxist



Part Il: Historical Overview of Health Services in China

Socio-political context of health and health services in China -1949

Descriptions of health service system

Part IlI

e Epidemiological profile
e Demography/Population size
e History/Socio political

e Health Services

Shifts in health service development 1978 to the present in China

Health sector reforms
Consequences of commercialization for equity, universality and comprehensiveness

Recent strategies for addressing inequities and universal care
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